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The Everglades is the sprawling 1.5 million acre
home to sawgrass marshes, mangrove swamps,
and one of the largest populations of alligators
in North America. Exactly this was the destiny of
our journey, which was a really bad idea.

ATivVal
Together with Andre “Dre” Phillip, Damien Leroy, Julien
Fillion and Jon Medlica, some of the world's best pro
kiteboarders, | was in Miami for an NPX photoshoot.
But the wind gods were not favoring us and with
nothing better to do someone suggested wakeboar-
ding with the alligators in the Everglades. The guys
were all for it. It is amazing, the naiveté of youth.

We stood under a large sign

that announced we had arrived in “Co-

opertown, Population: 0008, Home of the Origi-

nal Airooat Tour”. It was late afteroon and we had
pulled up in front of an old wooden building that
was deserted except for a guy in the cormner smoking
a cigarette. He had one of those long bushy mou-
staches and was clearly a fan of beer and Harleys. The
splendidly dilapidated Cadillac parked in front of the
building must have been his. Asking for the proprietor
of the place, | expected to meet a grizzled old man,
mayoe with a pony tail, maybe with some tobacco in
his cheeks, and definitely with war stories.
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